ANGLICAN PARISH OF THE OROUA

EASTER 2018

HOME COMMUNION | ®
HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS, or anyone unable to attend services due to ill

health or incapacity, and would like communion brought to you, please let the
office know and arrangements will be made.




Vicar’s
Blurb

~ What a great
summer, but |
am pleased to
see the leaves
in Victoria park
starting to turn a lovely shade of yellow,
and I’'m enjoying the cooler nights.

We termed our annual general meeting
‘the good news story of the parish’ We
have experienced significant growth
within the St John’s congregations. This
has reflected a feeling of new life. OK
we're not perfect but we're all trying to
understand what it means to be people
of God in this place. Our worship is
only one way of reflecting that. What
we do in our communities and families
Sunday to Sunday is what truly matters.
Small acts of kindness, generously
giving of your time to those who have a
need, sharing the really Good News
story of how having a relationship with
Jesus has impacted our lives. These are
the true ways of being that will grow
our church.

Worship within the church is only one
way of being the people of God. We
are seeking to honour our older
traditions while exploring new ways of
being church, when we meet, and all
the time encouraging one another in
our Christian walk.

The growth within our services has
exceeded our goal of 50% within two
years and certainly financially this was
the first time we have had the ability to
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meet all out financial obligations
without putting pressure on ourselves
or others. Amazing!! Thank you God!!!
All of this while employing Rev. Sarah as
our .5 children’s and family worker. We
are so grateful that as a family ,together
with us as a parish, we have committed
to keeping her within the Oroua parish.
As a parish we continue to commit to
our goal of building our children’s and
family ministry. Please, wherever you
can, we ask for your ongoing support.

| undertook a body of research a few
years back trying to understand how
people came to faith. One of the
greatest impacts they spoke of was
grandparents, especially grandmothers,
who took them to church and loved
them in the process of introducing
them to faith. We need all our older
people to be looking for opportunities
to speak into young people’s lives in
ways that add value. This may be the
greatest outreach you can all do.

| invite you all to enter into the Easter
story, it's a natural for all ages to
engage with, come along and hear
again the power of Jesus’ life, death
and resurrection. If you're away, that
doesn’t give you a ‘get out of jail free
card’ go and experience some other
worship and ask yourself what works
and bring back your experience. We're
all on a learning journey.

We are still coming to grips with
ministry in the outlying churches with
diminishing rural populations. In some
churches attendance has dropped to
critical levels. We will continue to
support where we can, but if you have



any thoughts on invigorating worship
and growing Christian community, we'd
love to hear them.

I’'m so grateful for all the support |
receive, from an understanding
husband and family, to a vestry who
have set an awesome vision and a
ministry team who are on board.

Have a safe and blessed Easter and
hope to see you at one or more of our
Easter services

Blessings

Wendy

Strandz has created two new resources
for 2018, to help kids, youth, adults,
oldies (anyone!) journey through Holy
Week, and then find out what happens
after Easter in the lead up to Pentecost.
It's a great way to help connect the
dots, and unpack some key Bible
stories.

Packs cost S5 each, and contain eight
vibrant decorations for an Easter
Tree. There is also a multifold flyer
with information on how we can ‘Look
up! Look in! Look out!" to see where
God is at work, and to help unpack the
stories.

Get yours today and give it to your
children/grandchildren along with an
Easter egg.

MAKE MOTHER'S DAY SPECIAL

The next parish fundraiser is a wedding
gown parade and high
tea.

Sunday 13th May, 2pm
at St John's Church .
Tickets are $25 from the
Parish Office

Come in your finery for
a splendid afternoon.
Start telling your friends
to come along!

EVENSONG

St John’s Church on Sunday 8th April at
5pm. Come along and invite a friend to
enjoy our choir.
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WEEKEND

Do you have grandchildren
school holidays?

Bring them, your neighbours, your
nieces, nephews, bring everyone along!
Saturday 21 April

5pm Dinner, night prayer and smores
around the fire!

in the

Sunday 22" April
9:45am Harvest Festival service for all
ages. StJohn’s Church, Feilding.
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Easter Services

Feilding
Sunday 25 March—PALM SUNDAY

8am  Holy Communion
9.45am All Parish Service

Monday 26 March
7pm  Chrism service at St John'’s
Church, Feilding

Wednesday 28 March
10am Holy Communion in Church
Followed by lunch

Thursday 29 March—MAUNDY
THURSDAY

Friday 30 March—GOOD FRIDAY
Church open from 10am to 2pm
Family oriented with interactive
stations.

12-1pm Service
Come, sit and reflect.
1-2pm Children’s Activities

Saturday 31 March
7pm Service of light

Sunday 1 April—EASTER SUNDAY
9am Easter Eucharist

6pm  Dinner, St Johns with foot
washing
Kiwitea
Sunday 25 March—PALM SUNDAY
4pm  Family Communion
Stanway Colyton

Sunday 1 April—EASTER SUNDAY
9.30am Easter Eucharist

Sunday 1 April—EASTER SUNDAY
10am Easter Eucharist

Kimbolton

Sunday 1 April—EASTER SUNDAY
10am Easter Eucharist

Beaconsfield

Sunday 1 April—EASTER SUNDAY
10.30am  Easter Eucharist

Rangiwahia

4dpm

Sunday 1 April—EASTER SUNDAY
Easter Eucharist




